Prototypical Associations in the vocabulary

input of EFL textbooks through the

identification of cultural patterns

What we found Q >

Mission Accomplished:

Our Research @

« Prototypes: pancakes, pizza (in NY) (decontextualized vocabulary)

Tuna, tuna pasta, chicken soup, salad bowl, American

The most ideal example of a given Big surprise:
category (Kleiber,1995)
* Prototypes in EFL:

Neglected area

Toffee apples, figgy pudding, Christmas pudding, mince

pies, roast potatoes (contextualized vocabulary)

What we expect

e Intercultural Competence:

Included in the CEFR (2001, 2018) and
the Spanish curriculum (Decree 24/2014)

Prototypes in a category depend on the

specific geographical context owing to factors

e Evidence of prototypical associations
regarding cultural patterns

e Imbalance with reference to the
amount of words found in each textbook

¢ Evidence of cultural commonalities

such as observation and experience, cultural

rather than specific prototypes

influence, memory and imagination
(Aitchison,1994)

concerning specific cultures
e Intercultural competence is not

fostered since the words found

a/

e Do EFL textbooks evidence semantic

exclusively refer to the target culture

prototypes by means of the
identification of cultural patterns in their

vocabulary input?
In the future "Z!j

* Doesthe deve|opmen1' of the « Culture should be integrated into

intercultural competence make reference EFL/ESL teaching materials since both the

to the international, target and source L1 and L2 languages cannot exist without

the influence of each other (Alptekin, 1993,
2002; McKay, 2000; Kilickaya, 2004)

+ Semantic prototypes enhance the learning

cultures through the analysis of a
semantic category by the use of

prototypical associations ?

of vocabulary in a category (Rosch, 1975)

“Howve ddin -

e Semantic Category: Food and Drinks
(Hernandez Mufioz,2006)
e Two 6th Primary EFL textbooks in La
Rioja, Spain
e Content Analysis (Haggarty, 1996)

REFERENCES

Alptekin, C. (1993). Target-language culture in EFL materials. ELT journal, 47(2), 136-143.

Council of Europe. (2001). Common European framework of reference for languages: Learning,
teaching, assessment. Cambridge, U K: Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge.

Council of Europe. (2001). Common European framework of reference for languages: Learning,
teaching, assessment. Companion Volume. Cambridge, U.K: Press Syndicate of the University of
Cambridge.

Decree 24/2014, de 13 de junio, por el que se Establece el Curriculo de la Educacién Primariaen la
Comunidad Auténoma de la Rioja, available at https://web.larioja.org/normativa?n=1973

Haggarty, L. (1996). What is content andlysis? Medical Teacher, 18(2), 99-

101 https://doi.org/10.3109/01421599609034141

Hernandez Mufioz, N. (2006). Hacia una teoria cognitiva integrada de la disponibilidad léxica. El
|¢xico de los estudiantes castellano- manchegos(Unpublished PhD dissertation). Universidad de
Salamanca

Kilickaya, F. (2004). Authentic Materials and Cultural Content in EFL Classrooms. The Internet TESL
Journal, 10(7). Retrieved from http://iteslj.org/.

Kleiber, G. (1995). La Semdntica de los Prototipos. Categoria'y Sentido Léxico. Madrid: Visor.

McKay, S. (2003). Teaching English as an International Language: the Chilean context. ELT Journdl,
57(2),139-148. https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/57.2139

Rosch, E., & Mervis, C. B. (1975). Family resemblances: Studies in the internal structure of categories.
Cognitive Psychology,7(4), 573-605. https://doi.org/10.1016/0010-0285(75)90024-9

Minnesota Undergraduate Linguistics Symposium (MULS 2021)
April 17,2021
Carleton College

Jaqueline Mora Guarin & Maria Daniela Cifone Ponte
University of La Rioja
Jaqueline mora@alumn.es

M-daniela.cifone@unirioja.es | THAN Y

Research Project (PGC2018-095260-B-100), funded by FEDER/Ministerio de Ciencia, e ‘

Innovacién- Agencia Estatal de Investigacion

. 3] n Unién Europea
%ﬁ Froer it o F— FFonda Eurcpeo
UNIVERSIDAD a s ¥ COMPETITIVIOAD & g8 Desarrolo "

DE LARIOJA “Una marera dz Europa”



mailto:Jaqueline.mora@alumn.es
mailto:M-daniela.cifone@unirioja.es
https://web.larioja.org/normativa?n=1973
https://doi.org/10.3109/01421599609034141
https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/57.2.139
https://doi.org/10.1016/0010-0285(75)90024-9

