
Experiment	
  2A	
  &	
  B	
  
Across	
  the	
  four	
  15-­‐intromission	
  tests,	
  
contact-­‐return	
  latencies	
  were	
  shorter	
  	
  
following	
  intromissions,	
  however,	
  
significantly	
  longer	
  contact-­‐return	
  latencies	
  
following	
  ejacula;on	
  were	
  observed	
  only	
  
during	
  the	
  30-­‐minute	
  test.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

Experiment	
  1B	
  
Across	
  the	
  four	
  tests,	
  female	
  rats	
  
showed	
  a	
  shortening	
  of	
  contact-­‐
return	
  latencies	
  following	
  
intromissions	
  and	
  lengthening	
  
following	
  ejacula;ons.	
  	
  
	
  

Experiment	
  1A	
  
Female	
  rats	
  with	
  nonpaced	
  ma;ng	
  
experience	
  returned	
  to	
  male	
  rats	
  
faster	
  following	
  mounts	
  and	
  
intromissions	
  compared	
  to	
  rats	
  with	
  
no	
  ma;ng	
  experience.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Effects	
  of	
  Previous	
  Sexual	
  Experience	
  Are	
  Evident	
  During	
  30-­‐Minute	
  Tests	
  of	
  Paced	
  Ma;ng	
  Behavior	
  
Rosemary	
  S.	
  Schairer,	
  Helen	
  K.	
  Strnad,	
  Molly	
  E.	
  Farry-­‐Thorn,	
  EllioO	
  G.	
  Johnson,	
  &	
  Sarah	
  H.	
  Meerts	
  

Department	
  of	
  Psychology,	
  Carleton	
  College,	
  Northfield,	
  MN	
  	
  

Introduc5on	
  
Within	
  a	
  single	
  ma;ng	
  interac;on,	
  
contact-­‐return	
  latencies	
  to	
  
intromissions	
  and	
  ejacula;ons	
  
progressively	
  lengthen;	
  however,	
  
between	
  ma;ng	
  interac;ons	
  paced	
  
ma;ng	
  behavior	
  is	
  not	
  thought	
  to	
  
change.	
  
	
  
Recently,	
  our	
  lab	
  observed	
  that	
  
sexually	
  experienced	
  rats	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  
male	
  more	
  slowly	
  aUer	
  receipt	
  of	
  
ejacula;on	
  during	
  a	
  30-­‐minute	
  test.	
  
	
  
The	
  present	
  series	
  of	
  experiments	
  
inves;gated	
  the	
  effect	
  of	
  various	
  types	
  
of	
  sexual	
  experience	
  on	
  the	
  display	
  of	
  
paced	
  ma;ng	
  behavior	
  under	
  different	
  
test	
  parameters.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Experimental	
  Timeline	
  	
  
Experiment	
  1A	
  &	
  B:	
  Does	
  previous	
  sexual	
  experience	
  affect	
  paced	
  ma;ng	
  behavior?	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Experiment	
  2A:	
  Will	
  paced	
  ma;ng	
  behavior	
  change	
  across	
  15-­‐intromission	
  tests	
  as	
  it	
  

	
  does	
  across	
  30-­‐minute	
  tests?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Experiment	
  2B:	
  Are	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  sexual	
  experience	
  received	
  during	
  15-­‐intromission	
  tests	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  evident	
  in	
  a	
  30-­‐minutes	
  test? 	
  	
  

Paced	
  Ma5ng	
  Behavior	
  
Two	
  paradigms	
  for	
  tes;ng:	
  
•  30-­‐minute	
  tests	
  (single	
  male)	
  
•  15-­‐intromission	
  tests	
  (mul;ple	
  

males)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Contact-­‐return	
  latency:	
  the	
  ;me	
  it	
  
takes	
  the	
  female	
  rat	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  
male	
  rat’s	
  compartment	
  following	
  
each	
  s;mula;on.	
  	
  	
  

Conclusions	
  
Sexual	
  experience	
  leads	
  to	
  
shortened	
  contact-­‐return	
  
latencies	
  to	
  intromissions,	
  
versus	
  sexually	
  naïve	
  rats	
  in	
  
both	
  30-­‐minute	
  and	
  	
  
15-­‐intromission	
  tests.	
  	
  
	
  
Longer	
  contact-­‐return	
  latencies	
  
to	
  ejacula;on	
  are	
  observed	
  only	
  
during	
  30-­‐minute	
  tests	
  in	
  
sexually	
  experienced	
  rats.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Future	
  studies	
  are	
  needed	
  to	
  
determine	
  what	
  about	
  30-­‐
minute	
  tests	
  allows	
  for	
  the	
  
detec;on	
  of	
  the	
  longer	
  contact-­‐
return	
  latency	
  to	
  ejacula;on	
  .	
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Reprints	
  

Contact-­‐return	
  latencies	
  are	
  
shorter	
  aUer	
  intromission	
  in	
  
rats	
  with	
  paced	
  or	
  nonpaced	
  	
  
sexual	
  experience,	
  and	
  evident	
  
in	
  both	
  30-­‐minute	
  and	
  15-­‐
intromission	
  tests.	
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