Partner preference is modulated by sexual experience in female rats
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The greater time spent with the male rat during paced mating by sexually
experienced compared to naive female rats may indicate enhanced sexual .
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Rats with sexual experience spent a greater time with male under oil than naive
and VCS rats and had a shorter latency to enter the male compartment under
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Nitric oxide synthase (NOS) and Fos immunoreactivity
were assessed bilaterally in the mPOA of naive and
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In a test of paced mating behavior, sexually experienced rats spent a greater
proportion of time with male rat than naive rats and exhibited more proceptive
behaviors in the male rat compartment than naive and VCS rats.

A significantly greater number of NOS-ir cells was
observed in the mPOA of paced vs. naive rats, but Fos-ir
did not differ between groups.

The elevated preference for male suggests the
male rat maintains incentive value for sexually
experienced female rats when they are not
hormone primed.

Vaginocervical stimulation alone cannot explain
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