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Northfield, MN  55057   Email: dgupta@carleton.edu 

 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
 
Carleton College, Department of Political Science (Northfield, MN) 

Associate Professor, September 2012-Present 
Assistant Professor, September 2007-August 2012 
Instructor, September 2006-August 2007 

 
Scholarly interests: social movements and protest; civil society, democratic participation, and political 
engagement; social capital and trust; political violence, radicalization, and post-conflict reconstruction 
 
Teaching interests: comparative politics, politics of deeply divided societies, ethnic conflict, research 
methods 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Cornell University, Department of Government (Ph.D., 2008) 

Fields of Specialization:  Comparative Politics, International Relations 
Dissertation:  Militant Flanks and Moderate Centers: The Struggle for Power and Influence in 
Nationalist Movements. 

 
University of Chicago, Committee on International Relations (MA, 2000) 

Thesis:  Politics in a Changing State: The Impact of Social Transformation on Irish Political 
Parties, 1961-1997. 

 
Georgetown University (AB with honors, 1996) 

Major field: Government; Minor field: Philosophy 
 
 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters: 
 

“The Limits of Radicalization: Escalation and Restraint in the South African Liberation 
Movement.” In Dynamics of Political Violence: A Process-Oriented Perspective on 
Radicalization and the Escalation of Political Conflict, Lorenzo Bosi, Charles Demetriou, and 
Stefan Mathaner, eds. Ashgate (2014).  

 
“Small Victories and Partial Losses: How Incremental Outcomes Affect Social Movement 
Organizations.”  Mobilization, vol. 14:3 (December 2009). 
 
“Nationalism Across Borders: Transnational Nationalist Advocacy in the European Union.”  
Comparative European Politics, vol. 6:1 (April 2008). 
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“Selective Engagement and its Consequences: Lessons from British Policy in Northern Ireland.”  
Comparative Politics, vol. 39:3 (April 2007). 
 
“Network in Progress: A Conference Primer for Graduate Students.”  Co-authored with Israel 
Waismel-Manor.  PS: Political Science, vol. 39 (October 2006). 

 
Work in Progress: 

 
Popular Protest in Contemporary World Politics. Manuscript in progress at Polity Press 
(estimated delivery date: January 2015). 
 
“The Strategic Logic of the Radical Flank Effect,” (article under review) 
 

Other Scholarly Work and Reports: 
 

“Separatist Movements.”  Invited submission, The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Social and Political 
Movements, David A. Snow, Donatella della Porta, Bert Klandermans, and Doug McAdam, eds. 
Malden, MA and Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013. 
 
“Political and Civic Engagement of Ethnic Minority Communities in Northern Ireland: 
Preliminary Survey Results and Analysis.” Report to the Kroc Center for International Peace 
Studies, University of Notre Dame (April 2010). 
 
“Assessing the Measurement and Validity of Ambiguous Concepts in Ethnic Conflict Datasets.” 
Quantitative Inquiry, Reasoning, and Knowledge Initiative, Carleton College, Teaching Activity 
Collection (August 2008). 
 
“Citizen Activists in a Transnational World: A Report on the Cornell Transnational Research 
Group.”  Co-authored with Sidney Tarrow.  Critical Mass (November 2005). 
 
“Radical Flank Effects: The Effect of Radical-Moderate Splits in Regional Nationalist 
Movement.”  Working Paper #2003-02, Program for the Study of Contentious Politics, Cornell 
University (2003). 
 
“Transnational Politics: A Bibliographic Guide to Recent Research on Transnational Movements 
and Advocacy Groups.”  Co-authored with Melanie Acostaville and Sidney Tarrow.  Working 
Paper #2001-01, Cornell University Workshop on Transnational Contention (2001). 

 
Book Reviews: 
 

Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence, by Jeremy Weinstein.  In Latin American 
Politics and Society, vol. 50:1 (Spring 2008). 
 
Popular Intellectuals and Social Movements: Framing Protest in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America, Michel Baud and Rosanne Rutten, eds. In African Studies Quarterly, vol. 9:1 (Fall 
2007). 
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SELECTED CONFERENCES AND TALKS 
 
As paper presenter: 
 

“Meet Me at the Corner of Twitter and Facebook: Theorizing the Role of Space and Place in 
Online Social Movements.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association (Chicago, August 2013). 
 
“The Strategic Logic of the Radical Flank Effect.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2013). 

 
“Membership Has Its Privileges: Coalitional Membership and Tactical Innovation in the South 
African Anti-Apartheid Movement.”  Invited paper for special theme panel on “A Decade of 
Dynamics of Contention,” to be presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association (San Diego, March 2012). 
 
“How Playing Games Can Help Students Write Better Research Papers: An Example from an 
Introductory Comparative Political Regimes Class.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2011). 
 
“Civil and Political Engagement Among Northern Ireland’s Ethnic Minority Communities.”  
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 
2010). 
 
“Coalition Effects in Social Movement Organizations.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2010). 
 
“Small Victories and social Movements: How Incremental Progress Affects Movement Support 
and Strategy.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association 
(Boston, August 2008) and the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association (San 
Francisco, March 2008). 
 
“Constructing Political Identity in Northern Ireland’s “Hidden” Communities.”  Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2008). 
 
“The Role of the Median Voter in Fragmented Nationalist Movements.”  Presented at the annual 
Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2007). 
 
“The Consequences of Participation in Social Movement Coalitions on Group Identity, Priorities, 
and Rhetoric.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association 
(Chicago, March 2007). 
 
“Fighting to Lead the Fight:  Explaining Factional Rivalry in Ethnic and Nationalist Movements.”  
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association (San Diego, 2006). 
 
“Increasing Citizen Participation in Local Politics:  Assessing the Strategies of Sinn Féin and the 
SDLP.”  Presented at the Conference for European Studies (Chicago, April 2006) and the 
Conference on Democracy, Diversity, and Conflict, Peace Research Institute (Frankfurt, 
Germany, October 2005). 
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“Partnering to Change the World: Explaining the Resilience and Decline of Social Movement 
Coalitions.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association 
(Washington, DC, September 2005). 
 
“Understanding the Economic and Institutionalist Determinants of Nationalist Support.”  Co-
authored with Karrie J. Koesel.  Presented at the Workshop on Nationalism, Secession, and Inter-
Ethnic Cooperation and Conflict, Cornell University (Ithaca, NY, April 2005) and the Annual 
Meeting of the American Political Science Association (Philadelphia, August 2003). 

 
As chair/discussant: 
 

Discussant, Panel on Political Participation from Mobile to Mobilization, Annual Conference of 
the American Political Science Association (Washington, D.C., August 2014) 

  
Section Chair, Political Sociology, Annual Conference of the Midwest Political Science 
Association (Chicago, April 2014). 

 
Chair, Panel on Sociology of Governance: Networks for Collective Action, Annual Conference of 
the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2013). 

 
Chair, Panel on Politics and Movements, Workshop on Politics, Power, and Movements, Institute 
for European Studies, Cornell University (Ithaca, NY, June 2011). 
 
Chair, Panel on Race and Political Socialization, Annual Conference of the Midwest Political 
Science Association (Chicago, April 2010). 
 
Chair, Panel on Ethnicity, Party Politics, and Public Policy in Europe, Annual Conference of the 
Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2009). 
 
Discussant, Panel on Political and Economic Sources of Ethnic Mobilization and Violence, 
Annual Conference of the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, April 2009). 
 
Chair and Discussant, Panel on Identity, Devolution, and Secession, Annual Conference of the 
Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, March 2008). 
 
Chair and Discussant, Panel on Citizenship: The Nation at Home and Abroad, Annual Conference 
of the Midwest Political Science Association (Chicago, March 2007). 

 
Invited Talks and Presentations: 
 

“The Strategic Logic of the Radical Flank Effect.” Presented at the PSAC Colloquium, Cornell 
University (February 2014). 
 
“Teaching at a Liberal Arts College.” Presented at the Graduate Student Workshop, University of 
Oregon (March 2013). 
 
“Meet Me At the Corner of Facebook and Twitter: Social Movements and Protest in the Digital 
Era.” Carleton Connects Webinar (January 2013). 
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“Caught Between Two Homes: The Transnational Dimensions of Rootedness and Civic 
Participation.”  Presented at the International Relations Colloquium, University of Minnesota 
(April 2011). 
 
“Migration, Identity, and Belonging in the New Northern Ireland.”  Globalizing 
Knowledge/Knowledge of the Global, Faculty Research Seminar, Humanities Center, Carleton 
College (November 2010). 
 
“Migration, Identity, and Belonging in the New Northern Ireland.”  Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame (April 2010). 
 
“Political Engagement of “Hidden” Ethnic Communities in Deeply Divided Societies.”  
International Roundtable Speaker Series, Hamline University (February 2009). 
 
“Recruitment Contests in Factionalized Nationalist Movements.”  Comparative Politics 
Proseminar, University of Minnesota (October 2006). 

 
AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS 
 

Visiting Fellow, Kroc Center for International Peace Studies 
University of Notre Dame (2010) 
 
Class of 1949 Endowed Fund for Faculty Development 
Carleton College (2009-10) 
 
Large Faculty Development Endowment Grant 
Carleton College (2009-10) 
 
Visiting Research Fellow, Faculty of Law 
Queen’s University, Belfast (2009) 
 
Samuel H. Beer Prize for Best Dissertation on British Politics 
British Politics Group, American Political Science Association (2009) 
 
Small Faculty Development Endowment Grant 
Carleton College (Summer 2008) 
 
QuIRK Course Revision Grant 
Carleton College (Summer 2008) 
 
Targeted Opportunity Grant 
Carleton College (Summer 2007) 
 
Jesee F. and Dora H. Bluestone Peace Studies Scholarship 
Cornell University (2006) 
 
Dissertation Completion Fellowship 
Mellon Foundation (2005) 
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Visiting Research Fellow, School of Politics, International Studies, and Philosophy 
Queen’s University, Belfast (2003-04) 
 
Dissertation Research Fellowship 
German Marshall Fund (2003-04) 
 
Kahin Prize in International Relations 
Cornell University (2003) 
 
Luigi Einaudi Research Fellowship 
Cornell University (2003) 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS 
 

Manuscript reviewer for: Sage Publishers, Polity Press, Oxford University Press, International 
Studies Association Compendium Project, American Political Science Review, Comparative 
Politics, Social Forces, Mobilization, American Journal of Sociology, Peace Research 
 
Member, American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, 
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) Standing Group on Extremism and 
Democracy, ECPR Standing Group on Political Violence, ECPR Group on Participation and 
Mobilization. 

 
OTHER SKILLS 
 
Languages: English (fluent); Bengali (proficient); French (reading proficiency/basic conversational); 
German (basic) 
 
Specialty software: STATA, SPSS, NVivo, TAMS Analyzer, QCA software 
 
 


